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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There were six boxes, some of them not completely full, plus reels of film. I thought this would be quick, a few months at the most, organize it, write up the inventory. I also thought, wow! Great stuff here. Someone should do a film and book. A bit later, as you will see a few moments, I started to think, let’s get a student to work on this as a project. 



 Letters
 Directives
 Memos
 Orders
 Publications
 Curriculum materials
 Oral history recordings

 445 Photographs
 Negatives
 Nearly 3000 ft. Film
 Uniforms & insignia
 Memorabilia
 Newspaper clippings



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This picture of Clark Smith was taken about a month after he wrote this letter. The first Lake Union-wide camp at Grand Ledge met from September 29-October 11. As you can see form this letter they expected around 100. On the final Sunday of the camp, MCC units from across the union camp for a review on the last day and there over 500 cadets. More than a year before Pearl Harbor. ROTC in high school, I think Colorado. Recruited by Dr. Dick, finished at EMC.



 Accomplishments
 Funding for film 

reformatting
 Discovered Peter Brock
 Interview with Orason

Brinker

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kelti Dickerson worked for me. Didn’t know what she wanted to do, so I suggested the MCC. She jumped on it. But my ideas for what need to be done were really do much for an undergraduate. The project was originally intended to be a complete story board for a full length documentary. The project kept getting scaled done in part because it was too complex for an undergraduate. Regardless, it made some very valuable contributions. The film is also be being used by promoters of the new Pathfinder and Youth Museum slated for Battle Creek, Arnold and Dixie La Plata working with Terry Dodge. Peter Brock the father of pacifist studies.





William E. Juhnke asks:
What of the Adventist's biblical basis for opposition to 
combatant military service? To what extent is Adventist 
"conscientious cooperation" enriched by Matthew 5? 
Have Adventists refused to kill primarily because doing 
so dishonors God, particularly if done on the Sabbath, or 
primarily because it is blessed to make peace and 
practice love even to one's enemies? And if Adventist 
have emphasized the Old Testament, have there been 
practical effects?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
By the time Kelti’s project was done and I’d interviewed Orason Brinker, I had too much ownership in the project and had moved to the idea I’d work on developing a book. So I’m now on a journey with many challenges, the greatest one being finding time to work on this. These questions were part of what of what has motivated me to take this project on. 

In response to George Knight’s essay in Proclaim Peace… I’ve spent quite a bit of time contemplating these questions, PRIMARILY the new question these questions created in my mind: Why have Adventist historically emphasized Exodus 20 over Matthew 5 in any discussion of military servce? But I wasn’t satisfied that I had any answers until I read the introduction to Peter Brock’s and Nigel Young’s Pacifism in the Twentieth Century. 




 Anabaptist and Mennonite nonresistance
 Quaker peace testimony
 Jehovah Witness conscientious objection
 Institutional peace societies
 Socialist antimilitarism

--Peter Brock

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Peter Brock claims… When I read this list, I immediately knew I had the answer to Juhnke’s questions. None of these five sources have had a significant role in shaping Seventh-day Adventist belief or practice. The reason being the cultural origins of Adventist founders, in particular James and Ellen White and Joseph Bates, among others.



 George McKenna, The Puritan origins of American 
patriotism (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2007).  -
A broad survey of Yankee influence in American history.

 Brian C. Wilson, Yankees in Michigan. Discovering the 
peoples of Michigan. (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State 
University Press, 2008). – Yankee diaspora’s impact on 
Michigan. Adventism as a new Yankee religion.

 Malcolm Bull, “The Seventh-day Adventists: Heretics of 
American Civil Religion,” SA. Sociological Analysis 50, no. 2 
(1989): 177–87.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The rise of Adventism parallels the development of American patriotism as described by George McKenna, both have their origins in Colonial Puritanism and their Yankee descendants. Adventist history likes to start with William Miller. The story of Adventists and the military likes to start with the Civil War. The work of people like Jonathan Butler, Gary Land, Terrie Aamodt are working toward placing Ellen White, and by association Adventism, in her Victorian cultural context. But before the Victorians, there were the Puritans, the ancestors of the Yankees, a group now recognized as a distinct and significant cultural and ethnic group in United States history. I don’t have time nor is this presentation intended to delve into these ideas, but if you are interested in learning more about this, here’s my reading list. I will say that despite doctrinal differences, there are strong cultural and core value ties which shaped Adventist from the strain of legalism to the emphasis on time , the value of education, and an industrious work ethic. Puritans were crusaders, not pacifists. They believed the life a soldier was honorable. Yankees took up the crusading spirit in their many reforms, some of which Adventist participated in. But Adventists by and large put their crusading energy into evangelism. Their emphasis on prophecy and commandment keeping led to an emphasis on “thou shalt not kill” the primary rationale for Adventists to not fight in the Civil War. Yankee abolitionists had no problem fighting. If Adventism had grown out of the Quaker or Mennonite culture, it may have been more unquestionably pacifist with a rationale based on New Testament, primarily the Sermon on the Mount. But I don’t think Adventism could have grown out of any culture than that of the Yankees, because of its basis in prophecy, another shared value with the Puritans.

McKenna makes the connection from Puritans to the Victorians to the 1950s and beyond. Wilson looks at Yankee influence in Michigan and specifically cites Adventism as a new Yankee religion. Bull, takes a different approach demonstrating how Adventism has remained under the radar through a parallel culture which is acceptable through its modeling of mainstream society. By contrast, Mormonism has been found unacceptable because it runs counter-cultural (take the Book of Mormon and polygamy for example). Bull went to demonstrate how Adventists avoided the notoriety which plagued Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses by adopting both the language and the social structure of civil religion but adapting it for their own purposes. He cites for example the extent of Adventist institutions whereby one can be born, raised, educated, work, and die in Adventist hospitals, schools, and organizations with very little contact with the outside world. In other words, Adventists live normal lives in a separate environment. 

Core values: education, prophecy, work ethic, importance of how time is used, God’s providence, and organization



 Southern
 http://knowledge.e.southern.edu/
 Yearbooks
 Handbooks

 Southwestern
 Student newspaper
 Yearbooks
 Photographs

 Walla Walla
 Sent a binder – mostly from student newspaper
 College history book

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In 2014 I attempted a survey of Adventist college collections related to the MCC. Only three responded. 



 Loma Linda University Heritage Center
 Cyril Courville Collection

 Center for Adventist Research
 Wilfried J. Kramer Collection

 General Conference ASTR
 World War I folder which may be the original 

testimonies in Francis M. Wilcox’s book: Seventh-day 
Adventists in Time of War

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Courville started the first Medical Cadet Corps at Loma Lidna 



 National Archives
 Court martial transcripts – may be useful in identifying 

Adventist soldiers and sailors
 Library of Congress

 Photographs of prisoners at Fort Leavenworth



 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JWQVQJM

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JWQVQJM


 Brock, Peter and Nigel Young. Pacifism in the Twentieth Century. 
Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1999.

 Bull, Malcolm. “The Seventh-day Adventists: Heretics of 
American Civil Religion.” SA. Sociological Analysis 50, no. 2 
(1989): 177–87.

 McKenna, George. The Puritan origins of American Patriotism. 
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2007. Accessed 
January 28, 2016. eBook Collection (EBSCOhost).

 Schlabach, Theron F. and Richard T. Hughes, eds. Proclaim 
Peace: Christian Pacifism From Unexpected Quarters. Urbana, 
IL: University of Illinois Press, 1997.

 Union College Heritage Collections.
 Wilson, Brian C. Yankees in Michigan. Discovering the peoples 

of Michigan. East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 
2008.

http://cdm15913.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/
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