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� Merriam-Webster: The careful and 
responsible management of something 
entrusted to one's care

� Biblical concepts: Stewardship is temporary 
custody for which one answers to God

� Professional concepts: ALA Core Values 
emphasize that what we do is for the good of 
our communities (institutions)





� Matthew Brady – discovered 1952





� Alexander Gardner – discovered 2006



� Publications
◦ U.S. Flags not standardized

� Historians
◦ Impossible.  Don’t waste your time.

� Conservationist
◦ Don’t waste money on material analysis

� Easy for them to say.



� Assumption: Genealogical records my not 
prove the story true or false, but they may 
establish probability.

� Big problem: Didn’t know the donor’s name.



Muriel (no 

descendents) 

and Lucille (1 

daughter)

Ray Doren Fleming

Solomon Powers 

Flemming

Andrew W. 

Flemming

Julia Ann Trainer

Mary Hyde

Victoria Stowe

Parents born in 

Massachusetts and 

England



� GenWeb Project volunteer

� Hyde Cousin

� Niece





� Parade flag
◦ Single piece of fabric

◦ Color printed on it

◦ Small cord or rope on left

� Not designed to be flown long term



� How much time is too much time and effort?

� When should an item be returned to the 
donor or donor’s heirs?

� When should an item be discarded?

� What should be the institution’s responsibility 
to fund research and care of the object?

� Do you view yourself as an owner or a 
steward of the items in your collection?

� How does your viewpoint impact the choices 
you make?






