Ebooks
Paper, ink, abinding — the essentid elements of a book, right? Not any longer!

The materias needed to produce the new breed of book include text stored on a
microchip and viewed via a computer or digita reader. This new mediumis caled the
electronic book or ebook (or e-book or eBook or e-Book). (Of course, thereis e-ink, but
that's another story [http:/mww.eink.conv]).

Electronic or digita books have been around for anumber of years—long before the
technology of the Web came into being. In 1971, Michadl Hart was given $100 million
worth of mainframe computer time by the Materias Research Lab at the Universty of
Illinois. He developed the concept of taking books and other documents that were no
longer restricted by copyright and making them available dectronicaly to anyone who
had access to a computer modem. The first document he entered, into what would later
become the Project Gutenberg database, was the “ Declaration of Independence.”
Approximatdy 40 texts are gill being entered each month. These titles fdl into the public
domain and were published prior to 1923.

Format Standards

Ebook technology has evolved from basic text that could only be ftp'd or emailed to
enhanced html, RTF (rich text format), PDF (Acrobat Reader), XML, LIT (Microsoft
Reader), and OEB (Open eBook), and EBX (Acrobat eBook Reader).

OEB written by the Open Ebook Forum [http://www.openebook.org/], specifiesthe
format of content for converting print into digita form.

EBX isadandard for digtributing OEB and PDF etexts while protecting copyright.
Ebook Stores
Amazon [ http:/Mww.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/browse/-/551440/ref=b tn eb/102-

4311837-1503339]
Sdlls ebooks for Microsoft Reader, Pocket PC, and Adobe Acrobat eBook Reader.

Barnesand Noble & Fatbrain.com [http://ebooks.barnesandnoble.conV/]
Sdlls ebooks for Microsoft Reader, Pocket PC, and Adobe Acrobat eBook Reader.

Hard Shell Word Factory [http://mww.hardshell.con/]
Undergoing atotal re-vamp of site, was unavailable as of June 13. Vendor of etexts.

Book Sur ge [ http://www.booksurge.con]
Sdler of both paper and dectronic books. Ebook news headlines dso available from the
gte.
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Fictionwise [http:/mww.fictionwise.con]
Fictionwise eBooks can be read on handheld devices (Pam, Win CE, Pocket PC, RCA
eBook, eBookMan) and persona computers.

chapter s.indigo.ca [http://www.chapters.ca/Digita/Books/]
Sdis digital books that are formatted for use with the Glassbook Reader, now Adobe
Acrobat eBook Reader, software and Peanut Press Reader Software.

Search Engine

BitBooks Digital Fiction Guide [http:/bitbooks.com/]
BitBooks.com is a search engine for online fiction with listings from hundreds of fiction
publishers. “Free online fiction stories and novel excerpts are qudified for liging.”

Articles/Presentations/Worthy Sites

ForeWord Magazine [http:/Amww.forewordmagazine.conv]
This magazine explores the world of independent and university presses aswel as what
is happening in the digita book world.

Can e-booksimprove libraries? by Chris Rippd, Central Kansas Library System, anin-
depth presentation of ebook technology, usahility, readability, affordability, accessihility,
cataloging, etc. [http://skyways.lib.ks.us/centra/ebooks/index. html]

Shy Librarian’sligting of top ebook articles
[ http:/Amww.shylibrarian.com/ebooks/10arti cles.htm)

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the E-Book by Karen G. Schneider, American
Libraries Columnigt (published in May 2000 American Libraries).
[ http:/AMww.da.org/donling/netlib/il 500.html]

eBook Glossary [http://www.cyberread.com/ebookinfo/ebook glossary.asp)
Thisisjust one of the valuable resources under “ Ebook Info” on the CyberRead site.

eBook Connections [ http://mwww.ebookconnections.com/]

Electronic Book Evaluation Project [http://www.rrlc.org/ebook/ebookhome.html]
As part of this project, afree html Librarian’s EBook Newdetter is made available.

Ebook Awards

EPPIE Awards [ http://mww.ecl ecti cs.com/epi c/eppies.html]

I ndependent eBook Awards [http://mww.e-book-awards.convindie-intro.shtml]

International eéBook Award Foundation [http://mww.iebaf.org/]
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